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Can a Social Movement of the Formerly Incarcerated Change Criminal Justice?
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Mass incarceration in the United States has reached a
grim anniversary turning 50 years old in 2023. Over this
time, millions of Americans have passed through the
prison system, becoming a rite of passage in many
disadvantaged communities, and creating an outcast
class of socially excluded former prisoners. In the past
decade, an extraordinary movement has begun among
the formerly incarcerated in both the US and beyond,
whereby ex-prisoners are organising for their political
and civic rights. This talk will explore the roots of this
movement, asking why it has taken so long for such a
social movement to develop and what the prospects are
for this movement in terms of creating fundamental
change in the criminal justice system. The implications
of this work for criminological theory and imagination
are also discussed.
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If a man kills a man [the following relatives of

article 1.

the murdered man may avenge him]. If there is no
avenger, [the murderer pays] 40 grivna wergeld.
Be [the murdered man] a [Kievan] Russian— a
palace guard, a merchant, an agent, or a
sheriff— be he an Izgoi, or a [Novgorodian] Slav,
his wergeld is 40 grivna.
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And after Iaroslav his sons met in a conference
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and canceled the [custom] of blood revenge, and
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‘canceled the [custom] of blood
revenge,

[the crime] by money.’
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